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American citizens are encouraged and able to 
participate in the electoral process. What 
agency is similarly tasked with making sure 
that Americans are given every opportunity to 
exercise this right? The Election Assistance 
Commission. I believe its role is fundamental. 
Disbanding the entire agency is the worst pos-
sible solution, given recent changes in voting 
requirements across the country. Rather, the 
Commission must be given the tools nec-
essary to ensure that disadvantaged, low-par-
ticipation and other groups are not 
disenfranchised by recent changes in state 
law. 

It is by addressing these two key issues— 
the role of money and how to boost voter par-
ticipation, that we will meaningfully address 
some of the most serious problems with the 
electoral system today. I would encourage my 
colleagues to vote ‘‘no’’ on this resolution, and 
instead pursue positive election reform. 
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to one of our nation’s best 
known naturalists, accomplished conservation-
ists, and recognizable television personalities, 
Jim Fowler. This weekend, the city of Albany, 
Georgia is proclaiming Saturday, December 3, 
2011 as ‘‘Jim Fowler Day’’ and presenting him 
with a key to the city. The ceremony honoring 
Mr. Fowler will take place during Albany, 
Georgia’s Celebration of Lights Christmas Pa-
rade. I am pleased to say that Mr. Fowler, a 
native of Albany, will be serving as the Grand 
Marshall of this year’s Celebration of Lights 
Christmas Parade. 

Jim Fowler’s five decade long career as one 
of America’s leading wildlife experts began at 
Earlham College in Indiana, Pennsylvania 
where he graduated with degrees in zoology 
and geology. Following his studies at Earlham 
College, Mr. Fowler conducted the first studies 
of the world’s largest eagle, the Harpy, in the 
Amazon Rainforest and later tracked the 
movement of the Andean Condor bird in Peru. 

Following his academic pursuits, Mr. Fowler 
served with Marlin Perkins as co-host and 
later became host of Mutual of Omaha’s Wild 
Kingdom television show and also hosted Mu-
tual of Omaha’s Spirit of Adventure. These ac-
claimed educational television programs re-
ceived many awards including four Emmys 
and an endorsement by the National Parent 
Teacher Association (PTA) for family viewing. 

He has been a frequent guest on many net-
work news and talk shows and served as the 
wildlife correspondent for NBC’s Today Show. 
Mr. Fowler was also prominently featured in a 
news piece that the Animal Planet network did 
on the Mutual of Omaha’s Wild Kingdom in 
2007. 

Jim Fowler serves as president of the 
Fowler Center for Wildlife Education in New 
York and serves as the honorary president of 
the Explorers Club. In 1994, he received the 
prestigious Explorers Club Medal, the club’s 
highest honor. He was awarded the degree of 
Doctor of Laws, honoris causa from Earlham 
College and in 2003 he was awarded the 
Lindbergh Award which recognizes individuals 
for significant contributions toward the balance 
of technology and nature. 

As a world renowned zoologist and leading 
wildlife expert, Mr. Fowler has dedicated his 
professional career to educating audiences on 
the importance of preserving and protecting 
some of earth’s most precious habitats. He 
has inspired generations of Americans to pur-
sue the altruistic goals of improving our global 
ecosystem and maintaining the existence of 
the world’s wildlife communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in paying tribute to Mr. Jim Fowler for 
his many career achievements, outstanding 
service, and public distinction and most impor-
tantly for his unwavering support for the pres-
ervation of our world’s natural habitats. 
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Lucas Youtsey. 
Lucas is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 395, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Lucas has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Lucas has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Lucas has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Lucas Youtsey for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
it is a privilege to announce before my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives the names of eleven distin-
guished military veterans and community serv-
ants who call the Third District of Texas home. 
For their selfless service and dedication to 
their neighbors and nation, the following indi-
viduals have been selected as recipients of 
the inaugural Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation: 

Sergeant Leni Mark Williams served our 
country from 1942 to 1972 as part of three for-
eign wars: World War II, the Korean War, and 
the Vietnam War. At the early age of sixteen, 
Williams enlisted in the Merchant Marines 
where he served until 1945. He then joined 
the U.S. Army as an Interpreter. In the after-
math of World War II, Williams contributed to 
the Joint Intelligence Objectives Agency’s Op-
eration Paperclip which recruited scientists 
from Europe. 

After thirteen years of active service, Wil-
liams temporarily left the military to return to 
school. He soon reentered the Army as a 
Medic. During the Korean War, he trained as 
a Parachutist with a Ranger Company and 
took part in the Battle of Chosin Reservoir. In 
1968, Williams was wounded in Vietnam. After 
33 months of hospitalization, he was medically 
discharged. 

For his exceptionally heroic efforts, Williams 
has received the Silver Star, Bronze Star with 
Valor Device and two Oak Leaf Clusters, Army 
Commendation Medal, Purple Heart with Oak 
Leaf Cluster, Good Conduct Medal, and Para-
chute Badge. 

Mr. Williams continues to serve his commu-
nity as an active member of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Lone Star Post 2150 in McKin-
ney, Texas. He plays an active role in area 
Memorial Day services and other patriotic 
events, always downplaying his own accom-
plishments in order to salute his fellow vet-
erans. 

It is my pleasure to name Leni Mark Wil-
liams a recipient of the inaugural Congres-
sional Veteran Commendation for the Third 
District of Texas. 
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